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The Emotions of Lines

Line Direction
 in a Composition

Line Texture    

I don't have a lot of respect for talent.  Talent is genetic.  It's what you 
do with it that counts.  Martin ritt

We will discuss Line as Emotion and Line Direction as it relates to the visual communication concen-
trations of Animation, Game Art, Graphic/Web Design, Illustration and Time-Based Media.

Of all the elements in art, Line is most familiar to us.  A line is created by movement. Since our eyes 
must follow it, a line's potential to suggest motion and 
emotion is great.

An artist uses line in a infinite variety of ways with 
almost unlimited variations. A Line is a minimum 
statement made quickly with a minimum of effort, but 
able to convey all sorts of moods and feelings.  We 
can describe Lines as being nervous, angry, happy, 
quiet, excited, calm, dancing, graceful, etc.

Look at the five shapes to the right. All the shapes 
are approximately the same in height and width and 
all are made of lines. Ask yourself, "Which shape 
conveys the feeling of anger?, of gracefulness?, of 
nervousness? ". Lines can have a emotional and 
expressive quality.  

One important emotional characteristic of line is 
its Direction! A  Horizontal Line implies quiet and 
repose, a Vertical Line has more potential of activity 
and implies strength. But the Diagonal Line most 
strongly suggests motion!

The direction of line within a  Composition is one other important factor involved in line quality.  The 
outside format of two-dimensional compositions (drawings, designs, paintings, etc.) are rectangular or 
square.  Therefore any horizontal and vertical line within the composition is parallel to, and repetitive 
of, and edge of the outside format. The Horizontal and Vertical Lines within a design composition are 
stabilizing elements that reduce any feeling of movement.
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